
LET'S LEARN ABOUT



WASTE
you can find many descriptions of what is waste, here are some of them:

"any garbage or refuse, sludge from a wastewater treatment 
plant, water supply treatment plant, or air pollution control 

facility and other discarded material, including solid, liquid, 
semi-solid, or contained gaseous material resulting from 

industrial, commercial, mining, and agricultural operations, and 
from community activities.“ - EPA

“any substance or object which the holder 
disposes of or is required to dispose of pursuant 
to the provisions of national law in force.” - EU



There are many types  of waste,  below are l isted 
the ma in ones :

Waste types

Municipal solid 
waste

Waste that is  generated from 

homes, offices, and public 

places.

Food scraps, paper, plastic, and 

other 

Hazardous 
waste

Waste that poses a significant 

threat to human health and the 

environment due to its toxic, 

corrosive, or flammable nature

Batteries, electronic waste, 

chemicals, and medical waste.

Industrial 
waste

Waste produced by industries 

such as manufacturing, 

construction, and mining.

Such as scrap metal, chemicals, 

and manufacturing by-

products.

Agricultural 
waste

Waste generated by farming 

activities.

Animal manure, crop residues, 

and pesticides.

Construction and 
demolition waste

Waste generated during the 

construction and demolition of 

buildings and infrastructure

Such as concrete, bricks, and 

wood.



E u r o p e a n  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  t a r g e t s

On February 23, 2018, the European Union approved four 
legislative proposals known as the waste package. These 
proposals aim to promote increased waste recycling and 
foster the development of a circular economy. The 
agreements include binding targets for waste reduction, 
updated rules to minimize waste generation, improved waste 
management regulations, promotion of product reuse, and 
enhanced recycling practices across all EU member countries.

A directive specifically addressing packaging mandates that 
governments should aim for 70% of product packaging to be 
recycled by 2030. However, the recycling targets vary for 
different packaging materials: 30% for wood, 55% for plastic, 
75% for glass, and 85% for paper.



Waste management can be described 
as "the set of procedures and 
activities involved in handling waste 
from its initial generation to its 
ultimate disposal.

The objective of it is to mitigate the 
adverse effects of waste on human 
health, the environment, global 
resources, and the overall 
aesthetics of the planet.



Basic principles how waste should be managed: 

W a s t e  F r a m e w o r k  D i r e c t i v e

● without endangering human health and harming the 
environment

● without risk to water, air, soil, plants or animals
● without causing a nuisance through noise or odors
● and without adversely affecting the countryside 

or places of special interest

The foundation of EU waste management is the five-step “waste hierarchy”, established in the 
Waste Framework Directive. It establishes an order of preference for managing and disposing of 
waste.





Adaptat ion  of  hab its  that involve  

avo id ing  the  use  of  d i sposable  

utens i l s ,  napk ins ,  paper  towels ,  
and  other  s ingle-use  products .  

I nstead ,  opt ing  for  durable  i tems  

that have  a  longer  l i fespan 
compared  to  the  less  durable  

alternat ives .

PREVENTION



SORTING

The objective is to optimize the recovery 
of valuable materials from the waste 

stream while minimizing landfill or 
incineration disposal.

Waste sorting involves separating and 
categorizing various types of waste based 
on their composition, aiding in appropriate 

disposal or recycling. 



Waste sorting typically involves 
separating materials such as paper, 

plastic, glass, metal, and organic 
waste into different categories.

SORTING

• reducing the amount of waste sent to landfills
• conserving natural resources

• reducing greenhouse gas emissions associated with waste disposal
• reducing the risks associated with hazardous waste materials 

(helps to prevent pollution and protect public health and the 
environment by )

• manually by individual

• through automated systems (such 
as sorting machines or conveyor 

belts)

Can be done

benefits



REDUCE,  REUSE,RECYCLE (3R) 

Improper waste management presents substantial hazards to human health, as well as 
various adverse consequences. It contributes to visual pollution, degrades the 

aesthetics of surroundings. The burning of waste leads to air pollution, releasing 
harmful substances into the atmosphere. Incorrect disposal of waste can contaminate 

water bodies, posing risks to aquatic ecosystems and human consumption. Moreover, 
inadequate waste management contributes to climate change by depleting the ozone 

layer and exacerbating environmental challenges.

3R policies form the basis of waste management 



REDUCE reuse recycle



NEED -
 NOT WANT 

FREQUENT UPGRADES OF 
ELECTRONICS LIKE 

CELLPHONES RESULT
 IN WASTEFUL SPENDING AND
 UNNECESSARY DEPLETION OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES.

REDUCE PACKAGING 
WASTE BY BRINGING 
YOUR OWN SHOPPING 
BAGS OR OPTING FOR 

PAPER BAGS INSTEAD OF 
PLASTIC. LOOK FOR REUSABLE 

BAGS AT STORES 
OR REUSE PLASTIC BAGS 

WHEN AVAILABLE.

CHOOSE HIGH-QUALITY ITEMS 
FOR LONGEVITY AND 

SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE. 
OPT FOR DURABLE 

ALTERNATIVES LIKE 
SILVERWARE, REUSABLE CUPS, 

AND WATER BOTTLES 
TO REDUCE WASTE.

MINIMUM
PACKAGING 

HIGH QUALITY
ITEMS

reduce



Donate outgrown 

clothing to friends 

or charity.

Repurpose old furniture 

through reupholstering, 

slipcovering, or 

modifying the frame.

Reuse containers 

at home or for 

school projects.

Offer unneeded 

furniture and 

household items to 

people in need, 

friends, or charity.

REUSE and REPURPOSE

Donate 

newspapers to pet 

stores



Repurpose wrapping 

paper, plastic bags, 

boxes, and lumber.

Donate books and 

magazines to schools, 

public libraries, or 

nursing homes.

Cut old towels and 

sheets into small 

pieces for use as 

dust cloths.

Utilize one-sided 

sheets of paper for 

note-taking or 

rough drafts.

Donate broken 

appliances to charity or 

vocational schools for 

art classes or repairs.

REUSE and REPURPOSE



Save and reuse 

packing materials 

like polystyrene and 

plastic quilting for 

future packing 

needs.

Use old tires in 

the garden or 

play yard.

Carry a reusable 

tote bag or bring 

your own bags 

when shopping.

Choose 

beverages in 

returnable 

containers.

SUSTAINABLE 
SHOPPING 

PRACTICES

Repurpose 

microwaveable 

dinner plates for 

outdoor parties or 

children's use.

CREATIVE 
USES for

MATERIALS



Recycling leads to increased 

supply of materials and the 

emergence of manufacturing 

facilities that utilize them. This 

improves our understanding of 

the recycling process.

Certain communities have 

established collaborative 

partnerships with workshops 

for individuals with disabilities, 

created and managed job-

training programs, or found 

employment opportunities for 

unemployed individuals in 

recycling initiatives.

Recycling should be seen 

as a cost-effective disposal 

option that saves 

resources, protects the 

environment, and offers 

benefits such as lower 

taxes and energy savings.

GENERATES 
INDUSTRY

CREATES 
JOBS

COST 
AVOIDANCE

recycle





These examples highlight how entrepreneurship is 
instrumental in addressing environmental challenges 
through innovation, technological advancements, and 

sustainable approaches. Entrepreneurs can drive 
positive change through recycling, upcycling, waste-
to-energy, and composting, effectively converting 

waste into valuable resources, reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions, and preserving natural resources.

IMPORTANCE OF 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP



By understand ing the  proper waste  

management ,  we  can all  do  our part 
to  protect the  env ironment and  
create  a more  sustainable  future .

LET'S  DO OUR PART
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